Challenging Nationalism,
Patriarchy and Masculinity

Constructions of Transnational

Marriages between Viethamese

Women and East Asian Men in
Viethamese Mass Media

Daniele Bélanger, Khuat Thu Hong
and Wang Hongzen



Background

* |ntroduction

— Since 1990s, ~100,000 Viethamese women
have married Taiwanese men and ~15,000
maried men from RoK.

— This has attracted an intensive media
attention over a decade

* Previous research

— Took place mainly in receiving countries of
Immigrant spouses



Methodology

* Analysis of Viethamese press and state
discourse B

 Data sources

— 300+ sources from online media (State-owned
online newspapers and magazines)

— Online contents of state/party agencies and
political organizations’ websites




Results

Representations of different actors of
transnational marriage

The consequences of transnational
marriage for the Nation

The politics of transnational marriages
Media discursive strategies



Representations of
Viethamese women

 Poor, Uneducated and Ignorant

Those women who want to get married to foreign men are
young, including street children, poorly educated, from
families with economic difficulties. They are easily cheated
by brokers (VWU website, 15/7/06);

 Victims and Commodities

While in Southern provinces of Vietnam, thousands of
Vietnamese girls eagerly look for broker companies to get
married to Taiwanese husbands in Taiwan itself, thousands
of brides are tortured and maltreated day and night. But
because the cry of Viethamese brides is locked within walls,
their mothers in Vietnam who sold them cannot imagine
their beloved daughters are treated like animals (VnExpress

12/7/04).



Doan Nhat Linh incident
(Taichung 2/2003)

Tham canh lam dau Pai Loan
Ngoisao.net, 12/7/04)




 Opportunists and Materialist:

... most of them want to change their fate quickly. They
don’t care about age, love and the nation. Some of these
young women are lazy and want to abandon themselves
for a life of pleasure (VWU website, 14/7/2006).

« Shame of the Nation

More than anger, it is also a pain and a shame of
Vietnamese women, of every Vietnamese. The pride of
our nation has been seriously hurt by this event (About
Chosun’s Daily article, Laborer online, 1 May 2006).



Representations of foreign men marrying
Viethamese women

« Poor, Disabled and Old:

From a glimpse one can see that she is not happy at all with one-
eye husband who is also lame and twice her age... she has to
work very hard and was beaten quite often by her husband and
mother in-law (Tien Phong online 29/12/01).

« Aggressive and Violent:

... Without any reason, he beat her whenever he wanted. He beat
her from the bed to the floor. He forced her to kneel on the floor
and beat her on her face until it was black and blue. She did not
dare to protest otherwise he would choke her or would threaten to
Kill her. (Vietnam Net 23/9/06).



 Without Moral or Ethics:

T. got married to a 45 year old husband who was always
drunk but willing to beat and to torture her anytime (Sai
Gon giai phong.9/6/06).

« Powerless Bachelors

The majority of Taiwanese men who marry Viethamese
women are those who are unable to marry native women
because they don’t have enough money, are too old or
are handicapped ...(Laborer online 26/5/04).

It becomes more and more difficult for rural Korean men
to get married because Korean women don’t accept
hardship and prefer to live in cities to work ...(ibid.)



Representations of transnational
marriage

* Unhappy

Among the marriages to Taiwanese husbands, very few
people have wealthy lives. Most of them are unhappy
because of language barriers and the age differences,
and most are “disillusioned” when getting to the foreign
land (Laborer online 12/10/04).

 Doomed to failure

... most women married to foreign husbands are

unhappy... many women were sold to brothels a week
after their marriage to Taiwanese husbands. (Laborer
online 26/4/05).



Representations of matchmaking
industry

« Matchmaking as trafficking

According to statistics, 30 percent of Vietnamese-
Taiwanese marriages are fake marriages so that women
can enter Taiwan. A number of women were cheated
and sold from one hand to another... many bad thing

happened, creating instability for society (Ngoisao.net
5/5/05)

 Criminalized:

HCM City police say they have arrested members of an
alleged mail-order bride ring in a recent raid in the TB
district including two 35-year-old from South Korea ...
(Viethnam News 11/4/07).



The Consequences of Transnational
Marriages for the Nation

* Marriage squeeze for young men:

... In TN district of CT city, there are 320 Taiwanese
bridegrooms in one village alone. This leads to an
iImbalanced marriage rate in one particular area and in
the society in general. (Vietham News 3/12/05).

~.. The problem of the mixed-blood generation:

Y - In ‘Taiwanese island” there are numerous

i h children who escaped with their mothers from
Taiwan... children were adopted by an uncle or
aunt so that they can get residential
registration, a birth certificate and the right to
go to school (Ngoisao.net 19/1/06).




 Harming national pride

More than being indignant [the article], that matter
creates pain and shame for Viethamese women and all
Vietnamese people. This matter seriously hurt our
national pride. (Laborer 1/5/06). -
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The politics of transnational
marriages
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Discussion

* Challenge to nationalism
* Challenge to patriarchy

* Challenge to masculinity



* Impact on public opinion?

— Over hundred comments by readers were
posted on forum "Marrying a foreign
husband?” on VnExpress over 2 months April-
May-June 2006

Chung ta c6 16i khi phu nir Viét  Hay giir long tw tén

|4y chéng ngoai;

Khéng can thiét phai xin 16i

Lay chong Viét chac gi da tot

hon? Nhiéu c¢6 gai mubn duwoc sung tic
bang moi gia

T6i cdm thay béat déng véi bai béo
trén

That xot xa!

Xin hay 1én tiéng va hanh dong vi
chinh chung ta

Budn cho than phan phu ni Viét Nam



Thank you for your attention!



